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AUBREY TIGAN 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.50 pm]: I rise tonight to pay tribute to Aubrey Tigan—
Galawa. Aubrey was born on 31 March 1945 and died on 4 September 2013. I am making this tribute now rather 
than shortly after I attended his funeral because I wanted to put some time between that process and my rising to 
speak about him. 
Aubrey Tigan, or Galawa, was perhaps best known both among his own people and those in the wider 
community as an expert carver of trochus shell and riji, or pearl shell, a skill he learned from his grandfather. He 
was, of course, much more—an elder and custodian of Mayala law, responsible for the wise defence of their 
traditional islands and saltwater country, which includes Irvine Island and the many other islands in the 
Buccaneer Archipelago. He was an expert hunter, a strong leader and gentle guide to the Mayala and a native 
title claimant, a justice of the peace, a storyteller, a patient teacher and an inspiration to his children and 
grandchildren. 
Galawa was born on Sunday Island, the son of Minin from Oolal, High Island, and Digan from Yaloon, Cone 
Bay. His grandfathers were Galawa, after whom he was named, and Sydney Wiggin, whose own father was one 
of the Mayala apical ancestors, Goordmilirda. He grew up speaking Oowini and Bardi. After the death of his 
father, Galawa moved to One Arm Point with his mother. He then decided it was time to venture further afield, 
and he journeyed first to Derby, then to Broome, where he worked on the luggers. Several years passed before he 
decided it was time to find a job closer to home. On his return to the peninsula he settled at Cygnet Bay, where 
he worked in the cultured pearl industry. He quickly became a master pearl technician, a discipline that was 
carefully guarded by the Japanese experts and rarely taught to anyone outside their cohort. 
While at Cygnet Bay, Galawa married Rosa, a mission girl from Djarindjin–Lombadina. The pair started a 
family and eventually moved to One Arm Point before retiring many years later in Lombadina. Aubrey Tigan—
Galawa—is recognised nationally and internationally for his exquisite riji carvings, many of which adorn 
museums around the world. Through his art, he imparted a great deal of knowledge about his culture and raised 
awareness of a people and a part of Australia of which he was so very proud.  

I will leave members with one of the stories he used to tell people; it was his favourite story. It is an ancient story 
about how the Miinimb, the whale, smashed Bilaang, Cockatoo Island, and created four islands that we know 
today as Cockatoo, Koolan, Irvine and Bathurst, and myriad smaller islands. It explains why the archipelago is in 
the shape of a whale, with Bathurst and Irvine the tail, Cockatoo the body and Koolan the head. 

I was privileged to know this fine man and to be able to call him a friend. It was his son that I also fostered here 
in Perth many years ago, in 1973. Rest in peace, old fella. 
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